TOWN OF CROWN POINT, NY REGULAR BOARD MEETING – July 9, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of Crown Point, County of Essex, State of New York was held at the Town Offices, Crown Point, New York on July 9, 2026.

PRESENT:		Clayton Menser, Supervisor
			Tara Peters, Councilperson 
			Walter Worth, Councilperson
			Roy Cutting, Councilperson
			M. Cindy Bodette, Clerk
ABSENT:		Sherlene Barrows, Councilperson
ALSO PRESENT:		Bruce Burns - Highway Superintendent, Chris Spaulding - Assessor, Gary Allen – Water Superintendent, Vicki Mero – Supervisor’s Clerk, Leeann Rice – Deputy Supervisor’s and community members (list attached)

Supervisor Menser called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance
Minutes were presented from June 11, 2026 Regular Board Meeting.
Councilperson Worth made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Peters to accept the June 11, 2026 Regular Board Meeting minutes as presented.  Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
Communications Received:
Eagle Lake Property Owners, Inc
Town Health Officer
Crown Point Memorial Day Committee
New York Association of Towns
Department of Environmental Conservation
Honeywell Law Firm PLLC
There have been many accidents over the last 10 years at the intersection of 9N and the Bridge Rd. in Crown Point, some of which have ended in a death. The Town of Crown Point is requesting that the State DOT perform a complete safety investigation of the intersection and take appropriate action to make this intersection safe for all motorists.  Recommendations would be; three way stop signs, fully functioning traffic light or a traffic circle.
Councilperson Peters made a motion seconded by Councilperson Worth to request that the State Department of Transportation perform a complete safety investigation of the intersection of 9N and Bridge Road and take appropriate action to make this intersection safe for all motorists. Investigation would be; three way stop signs, fully functioning traffic light or a traffic circle.  Motion Carried.
Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
By New York State Consolidated Laws, Public Health Law – PBH – 320, the Town is required to have a Public Health Officer.  The Town has been fortunate to have had the services of Karen Griffin BSN RN performing these duties since 2017.  She has decided to move on with other activities and is therefore resigning effective September 1, 2026. It is therefore necessary to find a replacement. Qualifications would include RN, PA or a medical license.
Councilperson Peters made a motion seconded by Councilperson Worth to advertise/seek a suitable replacement for the Town Health Officer.  Motion Carried. 
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
New Supervisor Clerk Vicki Mero has completed training and has taken full control of the position.  This is a salaried 5-day work week vs the previous 4-day work week and the pay rate needs to be adjusted accordingly.
Councilperson Peters made a motion seconded by Councilperson Cutting to increase the rate of pay for Supervisor Clerk to $45,000 per year.  Motion carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
In support of the New York Association of Towns Bill of Rights. There are 933 Towns in New York State, which are home to about 9.1 million New Yorkers.  This population is very diverse in population, geography and demographics, such that decisions affecting daily life are best made at the local level by the government that best understands each community’s character, challenges, and needs.  The Towns of New York are partners in shaping the State’s future, and a true partnership between the State and it’s local governments will propel the New York State forward to the benefit of all New Yorkers.  
Councilperson Peters made a motion seconded by Councilperson Worth for the Town of Crown Point to Support the New York Association of Towns Bill of Rights. Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows

New York Association of Towns Legislative Meeting Delegation.  Authorization for Delegate to Legislative meeting of the New York Association of Towns on September 22-23, 2026. Town Supervisor Clayton D. Menser, Sr.
Councilperson Worth made a motion seconded by Councilperson Cutting to authorize Town Supervisor Clayton D. Menser, Sr. as a Delegate to Legislative meeting of the New York Association of Towns Delegate on September 22-23, 2026. Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows

Application for funding from the Justice Court Assistance Program.  The Town Court is requesting authorization to apply for funding from the Justice Court Assistance Program during the upcoming grant cycle.  One of the required components of that application is a resolution from the Town Board authorizing the Town Court to apply for this funding. Councilperson Peters asked that the Board be provided with copies of the proposal.
Councilperson Worth made a motion seconded by Councilperson Cutting to approve the Town Court to apply for funding from the Justice Court Assistance Program. Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
The Town Waste Water Treatment System has been determined by DEC to not meet the standards they require.  A New “Order of Consent” was issued and signed by Supervisor Menser on 06/04/2026.  This allows the Town the time to work with Engineering and County Personnel to put the steps in place to in the time frames necessary to design and fund the Phase II of the Waste Water Treatment System.
Councilperson Worth made a motion seconded by Councilperson Peters to approve the updated “Order of Consent” provided by DEC.  Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows
Committee Reports:
Water/Wastewater – Gary Allen, Water Superintendent reported the Water Meter project is going full steam ahead.  In three weeks the interior meter contractor has completed 56 Meters.  Exterior meter pit installer has completed a total of 74 out of 130.  It has been a challenge to keep up with parts required but it is getting done.  
Supervisor Menser noted that there are some property owners who are avoiding or not allowing access for the work to be completed.  If entrance is denied the property owner will pay $2,500 - $2,600 for exterior meters.  There are 8 property owners right now. There is one property owner who does not want plastic piping.  They will be responsible for the difference in cost to have stainless steel piping which will be approximately $200 more.
Hydrant testing has been completed for the ISO.  The results were better than in the past.  It has been 20 years since the last test.
Assessor -Chris Spaulding, Assessor reported that the Tax Roll was in on time and completed prior to July 1.  They have copier boxes full of sales that have not been entered.  Exemptions have not been removed from property sales.  They have found a way to remove the exemptions.  The Review Board is to meet again to do this. Chris has completed one more required course with one remaining.  Next week they will continue house to house for reevaluation.  A close eye is being kept on sales and the equalization rate.
Highway - Bruce Burns, Highway Superintendent reported they are still grading roads.  Beavers are clogging many areas.  Paving will begin in August.  They have one student working with them.  The County pays for the student. SLIC Fiber has been very slow in reacting to down trees on power lines.  The last two the Highway Dept. ended up cutting off. This will not happen in the future as this sets the department up for liability.

Code Enforcement - Colin Mangan, Code Enforcement Officer was not present. 
Youth Commission – Leanne Rice reported that there was a hard start to the summer program as they lost their director. This has been solved.  About 40 students came this week.  The program is going well.  Moriah School is providing food with the excess going home with students.
Senior Citizens – Lucky Euber has reported to Supervisor Menser that they Seniors ate getting out at least once per month and sometimes twice.  They are happy.
Monitor Bay – Mikel Bennett/Councilperson Worth reported that there was an incident on the 4th of Jly which was not law enforcement worthy but close.  This is the same person involved in previous incident who needs to be banned from the park.  They are not a registered camper.  This could have been damaging.  It was noted that Mikel Bennet is doing many more duties than previous park managers and it was questioned if he should be paid more.
Library – Wendy Terbeek reported that they have done some work on BESS.  They are waiting for Committee to be formed.  She made a suggestion that we join forces with Ticonderoga.  Possible Committee members were suggested – Joe Norton, Chad Ezzo and Librarian.
The ribbon cutting for the path through the park will be July 30 at 6:30 at the park.  A possibility of solar path lights was brought up.  The plan is to have the ice rink in this year.  Movies in the Park was also brought up as a possibility.

Supervisor and Town Clerk reports were presented to the Board for review.
Any Other Business/ Comments from the Floor:
Aaron Walters questioned if the last board meeting had been reconvened after adjournment.  The vote to adjourn was rescinded by the Board and the meeting reconvened prior to entering executive session.  This will be reflected in the minutes and presented for a new vote next month.
Bills were presented by Deputy Supervisor Leeann Rice as follows:
Highway		$14,208.24		
Water			$53,386.98
Sewer			$  9,295.09
General			$26,127.05
NYS EFC		

Total July Vouchers        $103,017.36
Councilperson Worth made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Peters to pay the bills as presented. Motion Carried.
		Ayes	Menser, Peters, Worth, Cutting
		Nays	None
		Abstain	  None
		Absent	Barrows

With no further business, Councilperson Peters made a motion, seconded by Councilperson Worth to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  Motion Carried. Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Duly Submitted,

Mary Cindy Bodette
Town Clerk
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